Here is an
example of a
public notice
showing the
recent finding
of coliforms in
the water used
for drinking
and washing at
a rest station in
Barron Co.,
Wisconsin.

Note that
coliforms are
indicated and
also that fecal
coliforms and
E. coli were
tested for in a
subsequent
analysis and
were found to
be negative.

Boil/Bottle Water Advisory
Wi Dbt Hest Ares A3 B33 woater contatns coliform hacteria

3 bsled below indhicate Ihe presencd of coliform baclena i your dninking water

sarmple collecied on B6-24-1d indicated tha
firmed their presenco

wWihal precautions should be taken at this time?

lge, foed, and any beverages propared with sneafe water must be discarded, You sbaud bol or
uae commercially bottled water for drinking, food preparation, and making kce. If you bod water, 1he
waler ahauld be heated o a rollng boll for at least OMNE minute before use. lca sho
boled or bofled water

Ul Be made from

Whal does this mean?

Coltorm bachena ane generaly nol harmiul themsehaes. Colforms ane baclena that ane naturally
presant in the emanonment and ane wsed as an indizator that other, patentially-harmiul, bactesia may
ba present Cobforms were found in more samples than allowed and this was a warning of potental
e

Wehensver we delect coliform bacteria in any sample, we do follow-up tesling to see if othar bactenia

o edter concern such as fecal eolform of £ coll are present We did not find any fecal colifarm
ef E. coliin our subsaguent testing.

Wtat i being done 1o correct the problem?
=OTRCING Bction( ) Laken Tiar g, o F fullice wsader prd chioinafion
o0 oty Simr bl

~5 3 precifonary measure, we will use boiled or boftied water unitil we inform you thal cur samping
Sows R No bacteria are present We are working fo resalve Ehis problem as soon as possible

I you Rave questions regarding tho safety of our drinking water, please contacl:

g e e R e e
4 15. H.u.;-..- Alq.._xe-uh-n\-.gl...a—n-
B B B L M,
" S i
-:-u'-u-*ﬂ::nra - “w"w”“““”-ut"-cm-{r;rl_.+Iﬂd|:-:-lm-e'1.-'\-:'u w bepdny provced B
-"-'-ll-u-'r b ™ P dalvery, Conlent, lormat. and deading requiments in Subchapter VIl of ch MR AR
R -. | e

Dale

Tiapr | Paaslicl
e

Indicating fecal coliforms and E. coli (separately) reflects the fact that many strains
of E. coli are lactose-negative and may not show up in the usual coliform testing
procedure, so an additional E. coli detection process may have been performed. If
E. coli would have been identified in this analysis, there would then be proof that the
substance tested was fecally contaminated.

In the above analysis, simple finding of coliforms was enough to shut down water use
for drinking. As coliforms in general (which also include strains of various species of

Enterobacter, Klebsiella and Citrobacter) are found throughout nature (in soil, on plants,

etc.), finding coliforms in a water supply can indicate surface soil contamination which
can bring along various deleterious substances in the soil.



